
The TEMS Math Placement Process  
FAQs  for the 2020-2021 School Year 

How are students placed into math levels? 
As a math department, we work hard to offer the right level of challenge for every student during his or her middle 
school experience.   Classroom teachers have worked closely with students throughout the year and collaborate with the 
Math Curriculum Specialist and the Guidance department to place students in best fit math courses.  Together we 
recommend a course placement for all students entering grades 6, 7, or 8.  This initial placement recommendation is 
made based on a number of criteria. 
 
What are the criteria for math placement? 

 Student work habits mastery of grade level content 
 Grades and performance from 1st and 2nd trimester 
 Common assessments (unit assessments and/or mid-term assessments) 
 District benchmark assessments (STAR Math)  
 State assessments (SBAC) 

 
What is the timeline for math placement? 
The placement you are receiving at this time indicates the initial math placement.  Throughout the spring, teachers will 
continue to monitor student performance, mastery of course content, and student achievement.  At the close of the 
school year, teachers will review the initial recommendations.  If any individual student placement is changed, this will 
be communicated by the teacher prior to the last day of school.  This year, given our unprecedented school closures due 
to Covid-19, teachers are thoughtful about the added challenges for students and needs that may have arisen.  Our 
teachers will be collaborating to support students as they transition to the next year to support content that may have 
been presented during the period of distance learning, or not covered.  Changes in placement to be supportive of 
students during this unprecedented time will be made thoughtfully.  If you feel your child would be best supported in a 
different course as a result of this added challenge, please reach out to your child’s math teacher or school counselor.   
 
How many different levels in math are there in each level?   
Our typical pathways are outlined in the chart below: 
 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 
Math 6 Math 7 Pre-Algebra Integrated Math 1 

Algebra I 
Math 6 
Accelerated 

Pre-Algebra Algebra Geometry 
Geometry Honors 

*Pre-Algebra 
 

*Algebra *Geometry *Algebra II w/Trig Honors 

 It is expected that all students placed in advanced math courses (Grade 6 Accelerated Math, Grade 7 Pre-
Algebra or Grade 8 Algebra) have scored within the high goal or advanced score range on the latest benchmark 
assessments in addition to requisite trimester grades. 

 Any students placed on a specialized pathway of 6th grade Pre-Algebra, 7th grade Algebra, and 8th grade 
Geometry have met specific, rigorous criteria.  Students are identified for this pathway by school personnel 
and will be notified and placed into this course sequence if they have qualified.  Due to school closures for 
Covid-19 during the spring of 2020, screening for placement into 6th Grade Pre-Algebra will occur once 
school buildings are opened to students and staff by the Governor.   

 
What courses are offered in high school? 
Regardless of the math course students take in 7th or 8th grade, all students have a college and career pathway in math at 
the high school.  An intervention program is in place to support students who may need additional support.  College Prep 
and Honors levels are offered each year.  Students taking Algebra in grade 9 are on track to take Pre-Calculus or electives 
their senior year.  With careful consideration, students excelling in math who take Algebra in grade 9 may elect to take 
Geometry and Algebra II with Trigonometry concurrently in their sophomore year to be on track for Calculus or AP 
courses as a senior.  Students taking Geometry in grade 9 are on track to take Calculus or AP courses their senior year.   
Students seeking to take a college level course in high school with exceptional math skills, and who have met identified 
prerequisites, may take AP Calculus and/or AP Statistics within the math department.  The complete list of high school 
courses and typical pathways, as well as pre-requisites for each course, can be found in the 2020-2021 SWHS Course 
Catalog on the SWHS website.  To access this page, from the SWHS page, select “For Students” and then “Course 
Selection”. 
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